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MONITOR PEOPLE 


ON THE MOVE 


TBI takes a look at the latest comings and goings in the international television business and 
reports on who's moving where 


‘Warner Bros international Television Productions director of local productions Chistian 
Asangor is joing Sony Pictures Tulovision Germany. A! WBITVE, ho also acted a8 a 
‘worldwide consultant on dating format The Bachelor 


Honrik Pabst has become the sole managing director of Red Arrow International ater 
co-MD and scripted supremo Irina Ignatiew-Lemke lef atthe end of November 


IV Studios Global Entertainment’ VP of north-west EMEA, David Wilcox, has joined 
[NBCUniversal. At the international TV sales arm of the US media gianthe will be director, 
‘ales Liaeon for the Nordic and Benelux regions 


‘Nadine Nobra the highest-proileexae exiting the Endemol Shine Group following 
announcement ofthe final members ofits top team. Cathy Payne will instead ran giobal 
‘sales, with Shino’ Gary Carter and Endemol COO Martha Brass named co-international 
(CEOs. They work under group CEO Sophie Turmer sing and president Tim Hincks 
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US formats in the spotlight 


ile foresats from the 

UK the Nethecdnds 

Scandinavia and 

‘emerging TV powerslike 

Israel are oft the big 

sles in the intematonal mazkepane — 28 wel 

asin the US — formats oinsted inthe US ave 

rece been in shorter supply and have made 
ies ofan impact outside heir home tertiary 

“That has been a sauce of aseation fr US 

eat producton companies fom freign-and 

coxporst-owned operstons Hee Shine Americ, 
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AljMedia Amica and Lefielé Eeranenent 
toindependents ike Relatvty Tein. grin 
Staiot and Eyeworks USA — who ae eager for 
‘he kindof growch chive by Furopean format 
powerhouses such 35 Endemol Shine Groyp, 
ITV Studios and Tnoplis, 

No wonder, then, that many US realy 
producers are now pushing “> get more 
involved inthe intemationa format business 

“A number of years ag, if something wast 
created in the US then could work er,” 
sys Arthur Smith, CRO of Tnopois-wned A 


Smita 8 Co Producions, whose Divorce Hotel 
thas been an intermational format suce 
“Then we saw that completely fp around and 
incemational farts were roe sucess in 
‘the US han things developed here. Right now, 
sce going in malple dictions, We ave 
deals wi 2 variety of international players and 
‘they have deals wih us 

Several facors have recently conspired to 
limit the Gow of US formats ono the 
inmemationl marke, ofa lest onto the open 
incemasonal mate, 
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“Tends in US reaityprogammsng have ber 
fone facor, with the broadcast networks 
favouring their own versions of nteratonal iss 
= this winte’s stongest performers have 
inckaded The Voie. SharkTank aka Dragon's 
Der), Dancing With the Sts (Stictly Come 


“The public failure of a 

couple of big international 
formats probably has buyers 
looking at US producers ina 


really serious way for the 

first time in along time” 

‘Tom Forman, Relativity 
rte 


Dancing) and MaterChef fair. 

adleneworis are going for character driven 
ddoce-soaps such as Duck Dynasty and the Real 
Housewives series, With thet emphasis on 
character rather than format, docasoaps have 
ever been easy reversion fr other estories 
and asa result have never generated mach in 
‘he way of memational format es, 

“The broadcast neworks’carent preference 
far shows wih proven tack records has been 
anther factor 

“The networis, suggests Chris Grant, CEO 
of producerdistibutor Flectus, whose 
international format successes have incuded 
Foed Fighters and Beton Your Baby, "ok to 
what's woking in other places before they me 
big decisions shout investing thelr cm mney. 
“Theyelooking fr great shows ands esir’o 
sceinifison the scren thanifit's ona piece of 
paper. People ae carious ight now becuse of 
the sae oftheindusty” 

When US producers ~ who do no: have 
stondad termsofvade agreements akin to 
‘hose in the UK do manage to sel an oiginal 
concept to & network its fen imposible for 
‘them to held on to the insemations| rights, 
either tothe finished shows or to the format 
More ely i hata network wil rai those 
rights and ute them to feed is own 
international channels ether with the fished 
shows or with Toc versions based on the 
format — or to pad the slate of its own 
imemstonl disriton operon 

“very negotiation is 2 gunigh:” says Tom 


For the latest n TV programing news visit TBIVIS 


Forman, CFO of Reavy Television, whose US 
MIV hit Catfish (picued ie is curently being 
revetsoned by MTV inthe UK. “In some cases 
we hang onto those righ, becuse we co 
financed the show ot because i's a compeitive 
stuaton and we make ita candi of dosing 


‘he deal, and sometimes we lose and he 
erworis keep them and selene” 

‘What some US produces are now hoping i 
‘hat by rehinking their business models and 
taking advantage of shiing conditions in heir 
home market they can become a more 
sSgnifcan source of reality formats with ral 
Iinerasonal potenti. 

Some changes in US reity TV trends might 
works the produces advange Forone ting, 
‘he fue Tost summer ofthe US versions of 
Rising Siar and Utopls, ath based on bigh- 
profile iteration formas, could lesen the 
‘broadcast networs’ reliance on shows with 
iternatonal wack records 

“The good news, if that doud has 2 sther 
lining that fs reinvigorated the appt for 
domestically produced formats” says 
Rettiviy’s Forman. “The public faiure of 
couple fig international frets probably has 


s0N.COM, 


Toye looking 3t US producer in seal 
serosa forthe Bitte in. ome” 

Some predict ha he neworks wil ow umn 
‘olonerisk gameshow, Hee NBC's sucess 
ealywoad Game Nightns00 Questions the 
spresh een ordered by ABC fom Mak 
Bums One Three Meds and Warmer Br 

“Right now its all about lowsisk 
propamming” sys Tay Goman, execute 
‘VPs progammingatFemaneMetia 
Norh Ameria. “Game is back in big way 
Incase is eda lows, and wee in 
discussions wid seme of he newsan game 
projec. 1 he safe stuf that's wong and 
th there's a unger" 

‘ibleneworks, meanwhile, might nly be 
moving away fom the dacs-ssps sich a8 
Duck Dynasty that have dorninated thee 
Schedles fre ps few years. 

Jenny Daly president of fasting 
independenT Group Productions, produce of 
US snd intestinal svc Strap Hunters 
says she is geting mos. buyer imerest 
concepts "hat are organic and hae the sakes 
‘bin. Les ie he docu sags that uf 
a cra fri csethey cry There really 
tas be more of hk formats there's 
amend gal oer han jut charac” 

Forman siys Relays ASE silo & 
Minutes abot wxnage prs tes 
a demand for gemuindy unscripted 
docamenary “The pend inthe US is 
swinging aay or highly consteuced docu 
rey and heavily produced bul" e 8. 
“Te sau sers 0 be worangis rooted 
real pop re stations and el emotion” 

‘While programming fshions dngein hit 
home market US independenss are aso 
‘gningm approche nserationl markt 
more proactive 

Some ae finding opportunity in ping the 


"Years ago, ifa show 
wasn’t created here in the 
US then it couldn't work 
here. Then we saw that 


completely flip around with 
internation] formats” 
Arthur Smith, A. Smith & Co. 
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US neon that buy ther shows expe she 
shows formar in ther teres. 

eff Emeranment fr eareple the FV. 
coed produce of Pan Strand Lave Pon 
(pictred ih acording tice presdenof 
business development and interatonal Fd 
Simpson, "waking very costly with AVE and 
other neworks 0 be the lc producer in 
sertres rnd he word The neo pe 3 
armner who rows how to make the show and 
we gem produce toc thse terres 

“Thats an excing way of dong business 
because it alone the network to retin 
wmership. and feed thei intestinal 
network which is import fo ther growth, 
butitaoalowsustodowhatwedobest which 
ss produce programming” head, 

DalfsT Group means rece signed 

deal t wae with the UK ofice of recy 
producer Zouk Jones on ihing oil and 
US formats o UK broadcasters. That was asx 
UKIV's Deve commissioned 2 UK version of 
Storage Hunters, produced. by Al; Media 
owned Noth One Televsion. 
1 an inlet of neo haves presencein 
‘he UK? sy Day "Notusias avila dive 
sowsm ring back ere te US, butbecause 
asaseerofcontent  doltant oe ied ta 
seling'o US oles” 

Upand.coming New Yorkbased realty 
producer MY Enteranment esl es 
Ghost Adventures series, bas a similar 
arrangement oth Londosbssed datnbutr 


‘TVF Internationa 

MY president Michael Yin say that the 
companies are corey falsing 2 del to set 
ptr Bargain Brides formatin Ireland sot 
be can retum to the US with the formats 
‘ntematonal sights already secured, “If that 
happens” Yudin sys, “T can shen sl # back 


1 a December 2oulanuay 20:5, 


into the Sates and hold onto the right.” 

Retsining intemationl rigs 2 bigger 
‘proportion oftheir own projets wil be a key 
dullenge for US reality producers hoping to 
‘make more of = trate on the inemationsl 
formats stage, Some producers see reasons for 
opts on that Goat 

Grant says thal on the one hand format 
disnivurs lke lecus, which manages to 
ren diribution rights on mos of is tes, 


Ihave shown that shey know how to help a 
Project ill ts insertional potenti. 

“Ubimately” sys Grant, “ts sbout how the 
tights can be monstied most effectively We 
‘have proven to our parmers that we cm do that 
nd that gives 2s 2 rel legup in holding onto 
te rights” 

And on the other hand, US networks 


“If we can produce a 
show locally around the 
world the network gets 
a partner that already 
knowns how to produce 
the format” 

Ed Simpson, Leftfield Ents. 


especially those tht are younger and have 
limited intemstional operations, ae becoming 
‘more leble. 

“Neworks are elsing that they have fought 
twang onto sighs that Sey have then fed to 
mone” says Forman, “and tht producers 
can go os shop those rights be passionate and 


personally inved and end up making the 
‘muy and the crestor more money” 

Relativity, which, when it does retin 
Intemational sights, feeds them though thin 
pany dsributors incuding Flstus, Tinopolis) 
Passion Distribution and FremaneMeds, is 
“having more of those canverstions than ever 
Defoe, Forman ads. “Ifyoure coming in with 
preeising intel propeny ot yout 
‘wil putyour money where your mans 


“Ditimately, it's about how 
the rights can be most 
effectively monetised, We 


have proven'that we can 
do.that andiit gives us a) 
Teal leg-up" 

Chis! Grant, Blectus 


Toca ole fora fate 
theses neworsare more open tan ero 
geting crave about nw to doa deal” 

‘Comslaion among US pci ois 
sd ation by a pes cad ain 
enhance US producers’ ability to retain rights. 

vee fen years tay ote eg 
US ratty produc compares hee been 
eoght y Bape prope woh os TV 
(whose acquisitions have included Gumey 
Productions, High Noo ad Tint 
wel as Leff) Ties (hich alo ove 
Naga Eve FemaneMeda fo pret 
Origa Prodicions and 495 Prucons 
an AljMeda chia US sed fees 
Un Tesi, Gedon Rises One Post 
“io Pano and Opomen 

"The cen ofthe Endemol Shine Group 
tas ned US rey pedo companies 
indding Sine Area, 19 Bnet 
Sharp Ercan, Autheri 
Eertinment and Te Entrar 

The consodaton has en the companies 
afeced 2 sage pein fm wich 
neque th US broader and cable 
retorks and there, aconding_ to 
executes beter chance of ening gs 
th prec 

“hsp us enamoty ys Heke, 
resent AM Amara, hase postin 
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bas been stengthened even more by Discovery 
CCommumicstions and Libery Glbals reent 
acqustion of the Al, Metin UK pares 

“The more cornmetce you have the mae 
leverage you have," Holzman adds. “If youre 
making one show for someone theyll est 
you how they teat yous if you're making ten 
shows for them then they maybe can't fod 
to mese around on the eleventh. [ee = 
challenge becuse I'm not sare thar bigs the 
righ: scale fr every aspecc of our business, 
but with respect to retaining righ, definitely 
scales the thing” 

The MBA activity has aso linked many US 
production companies to wellestzblished 
Internationa ditfbutin operations, and those 
links can help strengthen an independents 
csi on interationsl distribution righ. 

“tes not only being pat ofthe group,” says 
Artur Smith ois company’ tiesto Tnopois 
and its Pssion Distribution operon “sso 
the fact that we hive 3 quality dist 
Ereybody Benefits wen you have 2 quay 
Aisebutor whl going to doa good job sling 
the show’, 

One cher fctorthat could afet the foranes| 


oF US rely produces in significant bu yet. 
‘bedetermined way is gh disruption, 

Some US reality payers even argue that a, 
digil platforms provide a myriad of new 
cates or ealty programming they could have 


“Make one show for a 
network and they treat 
you how they treat you. 
Ifyou're making ten for 


them then maybe they 
can't afford to mess 
around on the elev 
Eli Holzman, All 


‘more significant effect than consolidation has 
had up now. 

AllsMedis's Holzman says: “Were cerainly 
seeing digital disruption impact the 
diszioation side of our business, and since 
‘hose distributors ten tobe the ones wo pay 


For the latest in TV programing news visit TBIVISKON.COM, 


{for and own the vast majority of content inthe 
US thats having = really imresting ripple 
effet foal of us” 

“As digital disruption washes over the 
dtbanors some of thers ate pong flee to 


quay and say, ‘Tve got to get better deals and 
Ddemore fet everben beczuse is 
going tbe the his shat wll make me relevant 
and valuable,” he ads. “Others wil sy ‘Teant 
afford to give 2 nickel away ever again and 1 
‘bere old on everyting I've got™ TBI 
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Coming off the back off one of 2014's best 
seling and most controversial formats in 
Marie at Fst Sight, Red Arow international 
‘says its new format could be an even bigger 
sell, "We think this could be even broader 
than Married a Fst Sight.” says Red Arow 
International's managing director, Henrik 
Pabst, of Escape Your Life. 

Where Married... played on the social 
‘experiment format by having. scintfcally 
matched strangers wed on their fst dat, 
Escape Your Lite takes more established 
couples and gives them the opportunity to 


The Raft launches on National Geographic 
Channel eatly next year, and Elects, which 
caeatd the series, wl be shopping te format 


10 151 Formats December soujensary 2035 


itch ther curet ives in favour ofa new start. 

“Everyone of us has thought atleast once 
In ou fe about what a total restart would be 
Uke,” says Pabst. "Would it be 2 change for 
the good for my personal suroundings, oi 
ut to the test woud it be ight? That's what 
were tying to find out with this format." 

Three couples are filmed over six weeks as 
they find new jobs, homes and fends, At the 
end ofthe process they can choose to retum 
to thelr prior existence, oF continue with the 
new beginning - and a cash boost provided 
by producers. 


and fished version at NATPE. 

In each selcontained episode, two pars of 
stranger ae stranded in rf andthe winner 
Is the pai that makes landfall or best survives 
the open-water experience 

The show is the next evolution of the 
adventure format, says John Pollak, preside 
of Blecus Intemational, and difles om 
antecedents such as the long-unning 
Survivor, “itis relatable adventure i's not The 
‘Amazing Race, wtih about experiences 
‘mast people wll never have: 

The contestants film chemselves using 


Developed at the Euope-based Red ArToW 
Group, the show is a good example of the 
‘benefits of an integrated international group. 
Red Amos Kinetic Content created the fora, 
and then hooked cable channel THT in for & 
series run, Red Arow parent ProSiebenSat2 
then commissioned a local version. 

"The question's the grass always greene?” 
{sa grat premise fora TV show.” says Pabst. 
As with all socal experiments its abt ial and 
cero, and we wil need Ute tet see what 
works and what doesnt, but with aie bt of 
time this wil become @ massve thing.” 


handheld cameras, giving the show an edgy 
Open Wateresque fee," doesit have the 
siossy fel of something tke Survivor. thas 2 
rity fel, whic sheightened with the black 
and white [night footage,” Palak says, 

The Raft works well a5 format he adds. 
“The’s not a big set to build, if not an 
inicetely detailed format and the fear of 
being stranded in open water is universal” 

US producer Catalina Entertainment 
(Utimate Surat Aast) has been brought in 
to showun the seis, and Elecus has all 
intemational rights. 
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‘TBIFORMATS HOT PICKS 


With street food in vogue, many of the 
‘wort’ cites are seeing food trucks roll up, 
and in great numbers, Food Truck Face Offis 
2 competition format in which couples put 
their business acumen and cooking shill to 
the test, with the goal of winning the food 
truck oftheir dreams. 

The frished fourwheeled cook-ff was 


‘Stars Under Hypnosis a rare beast in recent 
times ~a primetime entertainment show that 
has been a hit straight out ofthe gate on an 
established free-air ehannel, 

‘Fi launched Stars Sous Hypnose as & two 
hour special this summer and it won is slo, 
beat the average primetime share by 25% 
and was the commeril broadcasters top 
entertainment show in Jy 

The show was ceated by Frances 
Satstaction ~ The Television Agency and its 
Founder, Artur Essebag, hosted the show. 
The success meant the format rights were hot 
Property, and FremantleMedia beat out 
Competition to take global distbution in a 


For the latest in TV 


may 
‘ordered by Food Network in Canada and Food 
Network in the US. Toronto-based Peace 
Point Entertainment produces the series and 
its istibution arm, Peace Point Rights, 
handles international sales, 

“The show Is hosted by Jesse Palmer, the 
exNAL quarterback and the singleton on 
really series The Bachelor (te frst non-US 


deal inked and announced at MIPCOM, 

"its hard to launch a show, but it worked 
realy well in primetime on Ta, the biggest 
commercial broadcaster in France,” says 
Vasha Wallace, senior VP global acquisitions 
and development at fremantleNedia, “and we 
thought the chances are it would do well 
ésewhere, and fet it was very transFerable.” 

Inthe TF special, French-Canadian 
hypnotist Messmer hypnotised eight well 
knowin celebrities who then took on amusing 
tasks and took part in hypno-experments 
hile under his spel, both in and out of the 
studio. For example, one celeb was convinced 
that he was a gentlemen thief and proceeded 
to embark on a stealing spree, another was 
convinced they were naked, Others were 
“hypnotansported’ ~ hypnotised and then 
twansported to an unknovm location and an 
award situation 

Aer Messmr is finished, the stars watch 
the video of themselves under hypnosis for 
the fst sine 


syanming news vst TEVISION.COM 


Bache). Discovery US Hispanic and Latin 
‘America prebought the fished s436omins 
versio. At NATPE, Peace Point will be 
shopping that as wel as the format 

Peace Point boss Les Tomlin says the 
show is more than just a food format. “Food 
Truc Fece-Offis really about wish-flllment 
and entrepreneurs geting a business off the 
_round as well as being a food show, it has 
that’ Shark Tank feel Food trucks are 
becoming 3 worldwide phenomenon.” 

The entrepreneurial element comes at the 
top of the show as four would-be fod truck 
‘entrepreneurs outtine their business plans, 
Four are then reduced to two, with these 
‘couples then iting the road in thelr truck 
and puting that plan into action with all of 
the real-world pressunes and stains that 
Involves. A reality element sees the 
backstries of the contestants fed into the 
show, with participants including struggting 
single parents and recovered drug addicts, to 
‘add a human element. 

The couples then retum to the studio, 
where its revealed which has brought inthe 
‘most cash fom their mobile food business, 
‘The biggest eamers then get to keep thelr 
‘ruck fora yea. The finshed version tok in 
‘Astin, Los Angeles, Miami and Toronto, 
here the studio elements were shot. 


Wallace says that hypooss isa hot area in 
the formats word at the moment. “nthe 
Nines there were hypnosis shows, but not 
really since, until now. There is @ real buzz in 
that space." 

“The feedback were getting from our 
producers and their broadcasters is that they 
Want shows that will wor for big channels 
{and for a wide, family aucience,” she adds 
“There has been a lat of interest inthis and 
we thin it wil resonate everywhere” 
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Love Prcon tests how online relationships 
Will fare in the real world, abet in a 
heightened realy, The couples are not 
actually seot to prison, but, having only met 
online, are despatched to alone cabin on a 
remote sland. A faec-rig captures the 
action as the socal experiment unfolds over 
seven days, culminating. in the couple 
deciding. on whether they should stay 
together. Each episode isthe selF-containes 
story of one couple, 

t comes from tying to capture the 
zeitgeist of how people are dating,” says 


‘Game of Homes isan event home-makeover 
saris that Beyond intematona wl be seling 
as both afnished show and 2 format Inthe 
‘show, four couples compete over four weeks 
to renovate four dilapidated residences and 
‘um them into dream homes. They Eve inthe 
homes they are making over, with cumeras 
Aiming them 24-7, really TV style. The pal 
that perform the best job win the new-look 
ddweling andthe tnd itis on, 

‘The host ofthe show, Cameron Mathison (2 
‘star of ABC soap All My Children) In the 
Canadian version, gives the couples weekly 
challenges with tight deadlines, Rooms are 
renovated one ata ime and the winner selected 
by members ofthe puble following a tou, 
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Elen Lovejoy, vice president, intemationat 
content sles, AE Netwotks, "thas a 
universal appeal, we ae all ooking for love, 
and this isa social experiment that looks at 
whether 3 viral relationship can become 
lasting relationship” 

The show came fom [TV Stutos-owned 
Lefield and ITV Studios has optioned it in 
the UC where pilot hasbeen ordered, t was 
fon AVES ARE channel inthe US, stating in 
September radially skews quite old, 
but the average age fora Love Prison viewer 
was 4 five years below the average. Ie had 
2 6040 femalefmale spit. 

Lovejoy says that format buyers could 
casiy age down the show to sut thelr 
audiences. She adds that it has been 
optioned in Denmark, France and Germany 
and coud aso play on AES own channels 
intemationaly, Lovejoy notes a shared 
location for several versions is one posilty 
itis examining 


Great Pacific Media. makes the original 
‘8x6omns. show for specialty channel W 
Network. Blair Reekie, president of the 
Canadian Indie, says its @ new twist on an 
established genre, 

“Game of Homes fuses the home-eno 
‘zene with the shinyfloor gameshow genre 
by moving four dilapidated houses toa single 
set" he says. 

The series launches on female skewed W 
Network next March. Great Pacic and Beyond 
are hoping thatthe realty elements give tan 
auiience beyond home renovation fans. 

‘Mania Kanne-Konsek, head of sales at 
Beyond, says it wil sellin both ished and 
format form. 


Keeping calm under pressure is the name of 
the game in 2000 Heartbeats. The new quiz 
format has contestants completing challenges 
not against the cock, but the rhythms oftheir 
‘on body, namely their heartbeats. 

‘The participants compete over seven 
rounds inside the studio, completing 
halenges while 2 heart monitor measures 
the number of heartbeats expired. Aer each 
successful round they must choose whether 
to continue or leave with thelr curent 
winnings. the total number of heartbeats 
reaches 1,000 they are expelled, 

“The show comes out ofthe UK where Helen 
Warmer, IV's direcor of daytime, 
‘ammissioned it for feeto-air television. 
Indie prodco Hungry Bear is making the 
-30x6omins UK version, which wll be fronted 
by wol-known Bish presenter Veron Kaye 
(amily Fortune). Sky Vision has distribution 
fights and launch the format 
Intemational at TPE. 

Sky is pitching it as an access- and 
primetime format that can be scaled up or 
down ta suit lacal production budgets. "z000 
‘Heartbeatsis a game show with in-built mass 
appeal, wrapped around deceptively simple 
idea,” says Bamaby Shingleto, director of 
factual and entertainment at Sky Vision. 
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In each instalment of Undercover Cupid teen 
and the show’ hast inthe US version Whose 
Lie st Ajay Nira Fuk ~ selects thee 
prospective partners for thelr parent. The 
teenager and parent, wh i notin onthe plan, 
then heed out forthe day before meets the 
selected partners in random scenarios set up 
by the host, Alter meeting all thre, the setup 
Is revealed to the parent who then chooses 
which one to take ona real dat. 

“Unlike tadional dating shows, which 
focus purely on the task of matchmaking, 
rooted atthe heart of this unique format are 
teenagers celebrating their parents, thanking 
them for years of love and suppor,” says 
‘Adeline Ferro, vice president, Intemational 
sales, Viacom Intemational Media Networks, 
"The audence not only ges to enjoy the 
process of seeing the parent matched with a 


Launching & big, new entertainment show 
has become increasingly tough for producers 
and broadcasters in recent years, meaning 
any IP with an existing userbase or name 
recognition gets pushed to the head of the 
(queue. Quiz Cash is an interactive socal 
quiz app that was starting to take off in 
Europe before ITV Studios reworked it as an 


suitable partne it gets to see the bond 
bbenween the child and the pare. * 

Ferro says older Kids and parents wil enioy 
the show, which originally went out on 
Nickfom, the bick for young parents that 
foes out between 10pm and 2am on 
Nickelodeon inthe US, 

The rxomins series debuted in August on 
the block in a 29pm slot. t was the thi 
ranked show on the block in is launch 
‘month, behind instant Mom and Take Me fo 
Your Mother. 

VIN wil be shopping it asa fished show 
and format at NATPE, ero says thatthe core 
themes are universal and the hidden camera 
format is easy adaptable, and notes: “The 
seif contained episode structure ofthe format 
allows flexibility in episode count and 
scheduling” 

"Dating and hidden-camere formats have 
traditionally fared well in markets lke the UK, 
France, and other Eupean teritoris, and 
Indeed in Latin America where broadcasters 
such as Televisa have both licensedsn and 
<eveloped their own hidden camera formats, 
adds Fer, 


interactive TV format, Quiz Duel. FTV Studios 
Germany made a surpart quiz show, 
Quizduell for ARD's free-to-air German 
channel Das Erste, 

Mike Beale, MTV. Studios’ director of 
Intemational formats, says that ITVSGE is now 
{geting behind the format interaonaly, 
having walted to ensure all of the tect 


For the latest in TV programing news visit TRIVISKON.COM 


As VIN beads into NATPE with the show, 
the expectation is that Latin broadcasters 
Wanting @ local version of Undercover Cupid 
wil key extend the format toa fill hou by 
adding more teens or more making the 
hidden camera segments more elaborate 


‘worked flawlessly." lot of interactive shows, 
make big claims, but then dont deliver 
because the tech falls down. With Quie Duel 
‘we wanted to get it right and make sure it 
worked before launching it internationally” 

‘One challenge the produces ofthe German 
version encountered was coping with the 
huge amount of data and traffic that the 
400,000 play-along users generated. 

The app has players compete hesd-to- 
head over six rounds of three questions. The 
TV show has 3 team of talented quizes 
{aking onthe rest ofthe country ~ ie. anyone 
‘who has downloaded the app and wants to 
take them on. The answers from the play-t- 
home users are collated and the most 
popular becomes their offidal response. 
Should they tiumph over the team in the 
‘tudo, ten playalong users are selected at 
random to share the cash prize fund. 

Beale says the prize fund, studio and 
running-time can be tweaked according to 
various broadcaster's needs in diferent 
Aerts, My gut instinct is that inthe UK 
it could go dally and if sucessful bounce to 
Primetime, or in the US it could be a 
primetime stipped event” 
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SAMUEL KISSOUS. 


Do old saucepans cook the best shows? 


sanceis no stranger toadapting 
foreign shows ofa cerain age 
for Gallic sudiences. Over the 
past 10 years, I've been lucky 
‘enugh to work on internation! 
formats such as Wife Swap and Come Dine 
with Me wits great success. CDWM 
onjginlly aired on M6 and is now making 2 
comeback on its sister channel Wo. Many 
formats tat have enjoyed a very sucessful 
first ram in France are now 
being revived on another channel, often 
competing with Shei original network, 

Tor instance, UK format Supemanny’ sired 
(on M6 and is now retuming on TFi’s DTT 
channel NT Gameshows Deal or No Deland 
The Weakest Link were bg hits on TEs and ae 
‘ow revived on Canals D8. All these hows 
have one:hing in common an efficient frmst 
associated with 2 brind name already 
established inthe terior. These edablished 
brands low saller channels o benef from 
instant name recognition by she viewers, 
ening quick tings rewards i the short in, 
but perhaps creating also abit of confision in 
terms of cme brand dents, 

was recenty announced that Sunday 
[Night Take Avay would be remade by ITV 
Studios France or MS, Lke in many counties, 
talent shows are a staple hee. Our version of 
Src Come Dancing (Danse ave les Star 
fas just finshed is if run on TFs Saturday 
primetime and France’ Got Talent Incryable 
Talen i tarng its nth season or ME, 

very cane wl say was afresh, new 
primesme entrainment format, atin realty 
4 proven show segurdess of age and whee it 
comes frm. wil always get aterion in the 
marketplace Format buyers are: worid hat 
a show was crested ten years ago ~ hey are look 
ing or shows tha el ech and ecing 

‘Thats not to say taking Bit shows) ors 
diferent counts and reworking them for 
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Trench viewers i always stightorward far 
fom i One parteular hurdle when adapting a 
forma forthe French markt that we generally 
Fave to make our shows longer. & commercial 
hou inthe UK for example, lst around 45 
minutes. Primetime shows in Fance can range 
fom 7100 minutes due tothe way he channel 
schedles ae srucured Take Danse avec les 
Stas each episode i oe ‘ea? minutes pl a 
companion show. ft means French producers 
have tobe parculy crete when extending 
casing shorter formats for eench primetime 
‘There are also some euturl burdes, ee 
skating has not realy arrived ere; Dancing on 
[ees big hit in some trove, but has not 
Deconse @ staple on Feench TV, Neither have 
cenveprencutial business formats editing 
the corporate worl: we dort have The 
Apprentice or Dragons’ Den. However, Kitchen 
Nightmares works because it is mosly a 
makeover show focsing on smaller companies 
= tuming them azound and helping them 
rive. Making alot of ash, and discussing it 
on TV snot wellaccepted cutually in France 
sselsewhere. Tansaconal TV hasrtarved yet 
cher with the exception of Cash inthe Ati 
‘And despite what peope think boat French 
wot i did come as big 
surprise when cooking formats taok off hee 
‘When [wat acommissioner MS in 2004. the 
biggest shows were musicrelated. So 25 
cooking frat were Becoming very bigin the 
‘UK itvaset obvious thatthe gente would work 
there ood ie very serious tern France, it 
wasnt considered enterainment. The 
consensus was that you coulé hex ruse and 
songs and fed the emotienffom horse, In 
conta, you coud not sme a tate the food 
‘through the TV screen so it would be 
impossible to fel any connecon withthe show, 
Historia, broadcasters would only air 
asic dye food shows with character ike 
Mat, whe was lnm more forthe rata way 


she cut meat and he fank manner of speaking 
than for the fod she served up. Once we 
Tzanched Come Dine with Me and a French 
version ofthe UKs Jamie's Kitchen Oui Chel 2 
Dig trend of food enetaneen: shows ike 
of Fsenbody stared saying “ebviaily food 
shows work n France's the cour of fod. 
[gues it also had todo wit these very dever 
formats cooveying erations ‘a the viewers 
through pasionste people and ther sos, 
‘wheheritwasdocusosps or competcn foes. 
‘Adee aversion o The Great Brits Bake 
‘Offs a real sues in France, At Peel Media 
‘weremalng Gre Birch Menor TP ance 
French channels herenow havea fended show. 
[At the some sme, France % going rough 
srr rv, as of new restau are 
‘pening nd cocking lesa roaring. 
Fnterms of French produces cating arial 
formats for the international market, his has 
always been a tel challenge Because French 
‘nebo have ays preferred intematolly 
proven formats, thus giving indies Fewer 
chances to produce and test ‘her ow formas 
‘AvPemel we'vebeen beta cate and produce 
‘xmas forsale Pench channels, Inreing 
a format ereremains challenge soweve sate 
to bul retonships direct wits international 
@hannesand had seme weent success, 
However, the ftare is looking brighter fo 
French producers, Facusl enertinment wil 
‘remain a big diver in the Pench market s it 
can ddiver big ratings with sexaller budgess 
“The nse of the DTT channels and Cana's 
acqpistion of eesoair channel DBhas creat 
‘heated compton deren broadcasters, and 
time slots that used to be Hd with foreign 
esions are now opening. up for loc 
shows. Intestinal formats are sill fing 
‘hese slots and they are likey to sail pay a 
omsnant part in e future, but inthe longer 
run there will be more space for French 
oigned fore, TAL 
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